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The Astragalus minimus (Leguminosae) 
Complex 
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slightly compressed laterally, shortly apiculate- 
beaked, valves papery, obtuse at base and apex, 
indexed below middle of pod, subbilocular, with a 
membranous septum to 0.7 mm wide; seeds 4 to 7, 
reniform, generally smooth. 

Distribution and habitat. Astragalus 

in high mountains at elevations of 3700-4500 m. The 

type locality of Volcan Tacora, with a summit of 
5988 m, is in northern Chile, in Parinacota Province, 
which is bordered to the north and west by Peru and to 
the east by Bolivia. Temperatures in the type locality 
are cool, averaging 4°C. 

the scarcity ol cryptogamic plants in northern Chile 

dermann, 1931). He noted that the cold, dry wind 
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